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Since the 1960's~ some archaeologists working with historic 
period sites haYe become increasingly enamored of the idea that 
the archaeoloqical record represents a separate data set which 
can and should be interpreted independent of the historical 
1"ec:I:JI"d~ ;:\ pn:-lCeS5 Wl-lic:h I reFel- tel as i:\hi~;tIJt-'ic:al inf£O'r-<,nlclnq. 
'Ihis' attitude i5~ in part~ a reaction aqainst an earlier view of 
ClI·-I:h ...oc,},oqy wtuch Sii\~l our- disc:ip,line c~s the "handma:idl:H1" 01; 

history and restoration architecture: useFul, but neither s1qni' 
of i c: i~n t nOI~ nE:·c:essi~lwy. Th E~ i;lppl-oac h h i:lS 1 ed to t:tH-? dl:?ve J. OpmriH1 t .. .... ~. ".-.	 and extensive use of a number of quantltative methods For analy­
zinq archaeological collections which have proved to be r8markab­
Iy useful in datinq sites (South 191~), determininq the function 
o~ occupations ISouth 1977), and interpreting the socia-economic 
status of occupants (Miller 1980) when appropriately applied. 
Sevl:~I'-o:d 1:I,F t. h f1se quant itat. i VI~ (1H=~t h Cir.J s. (mos t n atiab 1. y t"1 i ,L 1121'-:' !E; 

system for determining the relative initial cost of ceramIc 
assemblaqel:;) j::l.rl:?, in +act~ balsed c)n e:,:tensive his'lor'ici,\! re" 
search, and can be immensely useful when approprlateJ.y applied. 
Ho",'e'v'er, ~.... hen these ql.lant i tat.:i YI;? met.hods ..we app 1 j, t~d to l.ll~bj"n 

Hodd nqc 1 i~S;5 si te5 ~"i thout bal dnc: i nq thE? resul ti nq i nt.E'q::II-eta­
tions against the relevant documentary &ources~ workingclass 
consumer behavior, or site formation processes, the result is 
ahistorical inferencing, and significant errors can be intro" 
duced. 

" 

lhe problems involved in what I am calling ahistoric:al 
inferencinq ~re readily apparent when comparinq the assemblages 
trem two privies from adioining properties on Lafayette Street, a 
one-bloc:k alley on the western edge of Wilminqton's urban, core. 
ThE? n,-~;:;id€~ncl;:)s ;,:\lonq the? sout:h ::;:i.d~? Df L.afi"Iyf."t,te Stn:?l:?t. ':IPPPr.~I- to 
h a \/(? b f,;,\("'n c: l:ln s t.r'uc: t (,?d ,3 f t el- c~b DU t :In.q:5 ~ b j"tsed on I:: h an l:H::~!:;'· i n 1 an cj 

vtd ties:. i n sucl?s~;;i Vt?! sall:;"s~ ""nd to hr.~'.,;e bE~I:?n occ:uf.Ji od by 
~'ll:n-kin qc: I. .:'\ !:;!:; hou s~?h () 1 d IE; until t h Po .. t.,- LIe t lowe 5 ""E'l~ e d <:?mol i ~;hc\d 

ch,tl~jnq the l..wban rWf"H1E~~Ji:.d or ttH;~ t:';:'ii:\r-l'y' l76U:',i. 

'I hE? Sol,? t: "'I() pl-:i vie E W<:?'-'I::~ as 50c:i c;, t f:,~d ~'Ji. t h the p 1- c)per' t: i, l:~'. i,I t. "lOb 
.':Ind 40,1.\, LC1t1;"Y...·I-:?t:,tf;~ Ut:./-rJ.lf::d':,. Ihl':!'.,.· Hf"~I'-e f!.'~:':C:i':IV.::d:~i:)d in 1"i'19 b'y' t'lid" 
f~1: 1 ..:~n t.:i I: I-H- c: h o~.p-<:d OQ i (;: I'~ 1. 1.:1'1 SE?i:\'- C h • 1 n c: • r.\;;; ,0.. p '-:~l" t (J i' i< 

location/identification study for the Uelaware Department of 
rransportation~ conducted in advance of Final construction plans 
tor Wilmington Boulevard (lhcmas~ Req~nsburq, and Dasilil' J9HU,. 
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Feature 6 was a single-barrel privy associated with 406 Lafayette 
street~ which had been looted by bottle collectors and then 
I~el-illed pl-iol- t.t-le cwc:haen.loq:i.Ci'd. investigation. F(;?<",i:un~ ~5~ 

associated with 404 La'Fayette Street, was a four barrel privy. 
'hi~ privy had only bean partiallY disturbed by bottle collec' 
tors, and Four intact deposits were idantified. 

If ,v~a ,-el'y' on ':;Ihistol--i,cal infc·?I-enc:inq t.echniques to intel-"'" 
pret these two features, iqnorinq or di~countinQ for the time 
being contradictory evidence that cannot be dealt with usinQ 
quantit.iative tel::hniql.ll:~s, we c:ome up \-J:ith thl?frJllotrlinq picture. 
Ihe deposits in both features wore clearly the r~5ult of domestic 
occupations, because the proportional distribution o·F functional 
cateqeries of artiFacts is consistent with patterns deFined by 
South (197}) for such occupations. lhese privi~5 must have been 
filled shortly after the construction of the houses which they 
served, because the ceramic assemblaqeFrcm Feature 6 produces a 
mean ceramic date of 1848.57, and that From Feature 5 a mean date 
o'f 18~59.lJb. The cel~"lmic ass!::?mbl,:Il::je fr"c)/Tl FF.~i::'\tLlrE~ :5 is ·too small 
to use in calculatinq ceramic values~ but Feature 6 had a mean 
ceramic index of 1.83~ which indicates that the household which 
pl~oduced the i.1ssr:mbl aqr.C' ~~c:'\S of modf'~''''i::'\tG~ i nCClmE~_ fhi s ,;;11'1,,,,.1. 'lsi s 
(:oul d ~ of (:oLll~5e~' be dey(·:;:,.! L1PI~d i. n qrE:?"i\te:~I~ det.a:i 1. by I:;~>:<:~/Tli ni nq 

·...	 ,.-el';:lticlnships between spt:~r.:ific c:\I'-ti.fc·:ICt CII"'OUps. ~ICl~"(·:h..er·~ tt1is 
brief summary will serve as a start.ing point for discussion. 

?) clnh;;el- f.·~>:amination clf both thf~ C:\I~chi:H",oloqir.:i::'\l cont.E?)·:t.r:. and 
thl:;~ c~ssf'=mblaqes th(·?mE;t,~lve!:; indic:atEH:- c~ numb~?r' of inl:l:insis,tenr:ies 
which are not easily dealt with using quantitative techniques. 
'10 beqin with, the archaeoloqical evidence ma~es it clear that 
these tHO privies were filled at about t.he same time. probably 
wi·tl,irl	 the same year" In the \~rlcij.~~~ty[~)~~ levels (3'f 1::eat'Jre 5~ 

there were shards which cro&smended with 48 ceramic veS5D]5 
recovered From feature 6. lhase crc55mend5 could ngt have occur 
red as a result of lootinq~ because the shards were recovered 
~rom the levels of feature 5 which had net beEn affected by the 
bottle collectora. 

It 1=:, ~,lso un1.iJ,ely th.:ilt t:.hl?:~ <::r-oli:;srn(,~ndinq ~.:;het'-c::I" hact bf::~£'n 

~icked around ,on the surFace For any lenqth of time before beinq 
deposited in Feature 5. Observations made over aeveral WInter 
v:isits to a del::Latin~J i,ite alcmq thE.' coast: indicc:lte t.hc.~t D(-~1.o.'·· 

Wr,Wp;'E;; \r~intl~I-S al~e S£:~V("~I-e t~nouclh that any Car"arnle shE'I-d;; i:'~t 01" 

1:: 1. 0 :=;/;,' t CJ thE? !5 1.1 1'" f ""I: e OVI:;:oI" eVF.m a £E. i n q 1 E' l-Ji n tf:;:,l'- ,,"1[)Ld. cl • 5p i<\ll ~ 

5plinter~ or loose glaze. Frost damage i5 not apparent 6~.any of 
the crossmsndinq sherds. On the basi~ of strictly stratigraphic 
F.'vidl::?nc.I;"~, thf.~·rr~+ol-e, thf.O'sE' two +(2i::ltUI'-CS al-f::! coe·...·.::ll ~ d(:::,:spi·te thE! 
II-year difference suggested by the mean ceramic date. 

Althouqh a mid-nineteenth century date for Feature 6 is 
sUppol-tt-~d by c:erami c mal'-ks~ l:i k~~ t.hi s IfCii\rl-(:lI~,,,lfyc,tt''''I-n 131 iatG.' 
date-marked Noy. -4. 1852, as well as by a numbe~ of other arti­
fact groups. includinq the bases of two burninq Fluid :Lampe and a 
nearly COffiRlete burninq fluid hand lamp which were probablY made 
dUI-inq thl:;) 11:350' s~ and t:h~?1 'fr".;,qlll€mts (;)( .-at lei::u.t 'four whi,,;kC:?y 

. J,.:.. 



f'l.:\sk:; b e.11"' i no the i. maqco,'s 0 I C)e()n:lf~ v~."sh i ngtCJn and Clf=~nol-c:d 
l.C::lchc:\l-y la''r''ll:)r"~ oth£?I- o"vicjence f::iI..ICH.HDst:; i:\ rffl.lch l~d:el"' d'::lte. fl?c:\' 

ture 5, which we have demonstrated must be coeval with Feature b 

strictly on the basis of ~rchaeoloqical evidence, contained a 
number of artifacts which could not have been deposited until 
."fter· about 18(;/(l~ inclueJinq p.:-d:t:.e,-ns of pl-essfJd gliiH;s which Hf.,'n:;:o 

first manufactured after that date.fhis decal decorated plate 
and cup were also probably not available until the end of the 
n i nf:!t.£~~mt h centur y <L~eger· s ii\n(j Ci,u·' I F-.'y 1 9!:12: 7') • Seve.'· ell . ph."r (/lc~"­

ceutical bottles are marked with the names of firms which Here in 
operation during the last:. decade of the nineteenth century or the 
first decade of the twentieth century. Finally, and most conclu­
sively, L1ne bottle I-ec:ovel~ed 'from t.t1i.S ff?i::\tl.\l~e i!:) m.:wkE-n! "(...lilmin .. ·· 
gton Drewing Company", which was in operation from 1903 to 1913. 

We could~ of course, assume that the d~posit was made ever a 
lonq period of time, and that the Wilminqton BreWing Company 
1)ottlf? ;:;:imp.!')" rf::,'pl~e!:;f?nted t.he end of t.hi:i\t peri'..>d. ~'lo"Jevet-, 

calculations ba~ed on fiqures For human Haste accumulation in 
privies i.n a standard work on sanitation Snqineerinq indicate 
t.hc:"\t a four"pel-son ho.t',ISF~hold could fill i..'\ sinqle ....·ban-el rn-j'v'y in 
less than six months (Ehlers and Steele 1958:35), without the 
addition 0: househol~ refuse. Althouqh some allowance must ba 

- ~ «~~ade for drainaQe and compaction, it i9 unlikely that either the 
fill of feature 6 or Level 5 of Feature 5 (the only fecal deposit 
:in this pi-ivy) 1~I?qui,~ed mell-r-::? th"ln ..~ ::(?~'J )/f?i"'~S to ac:cl.Ilflt.tLate. li-k? 
ha'v'f:'~ ,al n;~ach' dli?mOnstrat.ed thi,:lt ;;;;IH21-d!::; r ..·olll V£,;>SSE?1 sin f r2.::I1'.:l..we 6 
must have made their way into Feature 5 within the same year th~t 

they were deposited in 0eBture b. For thQ same reason5~ all the 
.£11- t i f c~c:t .~s!:'I?fl)b 1 aq E'S in B 1 1 f QUI'· und i !;; t: 1.I1'O b ed 1 eve l:i 0 f F e<.\ t Llr r.~ ::'. 
must have been deposited within the same year. DespIte the 
ec~I~liel- me.an c:el·'ClIllJ.c: d ... b?~ thf:':n~ both Fec·ltl.lr~? 5 c3nd Fei'I't.ure 6 
must have been Filled and abandoned within or shortly after the 
period of exi.stence of the Wilminqton Brewing Company~ that is to 
say, 1903 to 1913. lhay could not have been filled prior to that 
t i mrl. 

{hl infonnal sl..t1-vey i.~1Ilc.1nq my ·ft-iends and acqu.::dntances hdt.h 
experienc~ in the use of privies as a permanent method of human 
w'::~5t,e di 5posal,. both in J-Ul-al al-+:;'>""5 elf this country and inlhil'"d 
World c:ountrie5, indicates that the disposal of tr~sh in pri.vias 
is not characteri5tic of privy use. It i5~ rather, a privy'­
abi;:tr1dcH1m(~mt lH:havi 01-. (4 pr i. vy i:, ,',=.bandonHd when it i, s rHJ·.l Clng~~I­
neerjf:?d (as ~~hen 5elo~er5 C::lr·f.~' inst..,,11 lcc?d) , ~~hen the occup ..~nt(:Jf tl'lf" 
PI-L1pE~rty dl:~tEJI-mines that. it Y.)IJuld be bl:~ttr:~I'" to ha'v'e thE~ pr".i:"":y in 
som8 other location (usually associated with chances i~ the 
stxuc:tLlJ-al orq~ni::itlti,on Ll·f tho pn=)pf=~I-t'r")~ w- l·~h~~n i.t i,5 filled. 
In Lwban al-ea;:;~ pl-j ·.... i (::!s a.-e C:lorH:.·~r-.,·:I1I·v· 1::.1. E'.:~nE'd HhF!l"1 thc~':l ha'v'(~ ber;;:'n 
Ull(?cJ~ r-athf:~r· thian bE:inq Illov£?d.lhi'; .1;; b+:.'cau!:;c W O 'lJi:H1 pl-ivi6'!:; 
(,-cH;:'rn2d t,o ~";; '·,'ault. pr-iviee'; or" pr"i·v"y'·HEd.l;..:;' c:..·.. I:~ genr,:,>,"',,:dly duq 
to the water tab.l8 and are more or le9~ water··tiqht in compari5CJI"l 
t.o I-twa] pit p,-j \:iGs. I t'lf~' curd.. G!nts do ncrt:. ~ t.h('wc,ful:=b~ dr"c:'nn .::Ind 
CClmpCl!:;t .':\5 UHYy' de:.· i.n pit l:wivip'5, hlhir.:h C1'-f:? q~:;)rH?I-c.d.L·:-,· not lin(~·'d 

and ~'Jhich del not I:~>:tendto thc~ ~~.::d"el- t.::',bJc? <Eh.lc-::)I-Ej· ",mel Steele 
lY~8:34). Decause the Lafavette st,-eet properties were qUltc 



!sITlia11 , it is LlnI i kel y t:.t1iElt rcatul"'es ::-:i and {;) were abandc:med bf~­

cause of structural reorganization. It is more likely that this 
occurred when the properties were attached to the sewer. In both 
cases, this occurred in 1911~ according to work orders on file 
with the WiIminqton Department of rublic Works. This date is 
entirely consistent with the t~rmiQ~~ PP§t g~gm indicated by the 
Wilminqtcn Brewing Company bottle. 

Jlo,,~, then, can Wf~ C,?),:plc~in the inconsist€mcy br.:~i',',HE~en thiQ 
d,·"tl~ and the cal r:u.l ateei 1rI1?i:\n c:el-."mi C d.:lt~? 1 "'~I::)ul d suqqest that 
ther-e an:? SE?\·'cl-alfar:t:ol-S Op£7.·I-""tinq in thj 5 situation. r::ixst 01 

all~ there WRrR no major changes in ceramic technoloqy From the 
mid -nineteenth century until about 1930, when brjqhtly colored 
C~?I- i;'\mi C:5, SLlI:: h o~ s I 10m rHO Lo~uq t11 in's F i es t, i" ~1J'11-e, "'JI;.)n~ i n b'· oduceci 
(l'k~qe'-5 and Ci:H-'lev l(lBL:~i). fh::cltl-<.:\t.e d ..,1':e l-anql;;)E; 1:01- th(J;) intl-o'" 
dl.lctinn of dr:~r':(jl-at.ive innovi"t.ion!=;~ such as dC::Ci"lcolll.aniiil .and 
stamp·'decoration have net been established. Currently available 
mean manufacture di:l.tes are, therefore~ not adequate to provide 
accur~te dates For li:l.te-nineteenth and early-twentieth century 
oc.:c LIp i:l.t ions. 

rt..u"'thel-mor-e, the 'll'-ti f''i:\ct as=:;f.~lllblaqe in FeatLlI-e 5 .:.'\ppear-s to 
r1~p,'·esf.;?nt ~H-imarily' it*~ms di5Ca,-df?c.1 dUI-ing diail'y' activities • 

•' OJ'.	 'I hi ~;; 'f F.!,,:,d:, 1.11- f:? con tC'd npd <''1 l-el i" t i '.,1(:;)1 ''I' hi qhft- equency of ph ,;Wffiii:u:eu' 

tical, condiment, and household chemical containers, whic:h were 
probably discarded soon after the contents had been u~ed. In 
addition, cups were more frequent in thR assemblaqe than sauc:ers 
(Wise 1985:4). Miller (1980:13) has suggested that cups are more 
likely to break during normal household activities than saucers 
because theY are handled more and are subjected to extremes of 
temperature~ Because this assemblage results frem dallY discards 
,o'athe,- than "housec 1 ean:i. nq" i"U:t i \/i. t.i. es, ther-e i:\I'-"~ ,-e1 at i \/eJ. 'y' f c:'~'~ 

C81'-.;iIIiic: .i.t(~:/ll5~ in the collecti.nn, and :;,ome of th('?!;;f=~ (li,l::e t.hia 
decal decorated cup and plat~) ara not reflected in the mean 
ceramic date calculation. 'rhus~ a mean ceramic data calculated 
fOI-' Fei:'d:t.w'e 5 is likel·...' tC) be- :ini:lcCLll'"Cid,:e bCJth as a n?sl.dl:, of 
small sample size and because ke'y' types are not included in the 
c:i,,1 eLll at.i on. 

rinallv~ ~he assernblaqe from r eature 6 appears to repre5ent 
the wholesale discard of a larqe number of outdated~ outmoded, 
c'"nd no 10nr_181- needE:~d items. {in e::tl'''i;;IOI"'dinr.:\I-i1'i li,:\,-qe numbE!I'" 01' 

q 1 as;; an d c E:I- i:Hn i c \/e5 51?1 5 l'Jf.':.'I'- E? disc: <-~I'- cl E?d ina "0 e 1 <:It: i VE? 1':(' 5hcw' t 
period of time.fhe assemb1aqe contains an equal number qf cups 
and 5aucers, suqqesting deliberate discard, rather than ~c~iden'" 

tal bl"'clal~aqE~. Fur-thel'''lrIor'E', thE' r'ei::'ltl.ll-l:~ b cilSSf?mb.l i'.'lqc.' conti:.1in:::~ i,,\ 

relatively low frequency of pharmaceutical, condiment, and.heLlae­
hold chc:'mic:al bottlE'S H\lisf." :l'il3~,7;::;,;,:i). I'he 50 to 60 yl?"W qap 
be'b·j(?I:;~n the i ni t.i iid pLlJ-chi;'\51? Cl f mom'y' () f these i terns and thei 1­

final deposition in Feature 6 suqqests that the occupants of 406 
La I' ,"I'r'~~t. t E? Ut ,- e€:.' t, ~'Jenf.' n:;:l yin q em f:;ec cm ci" h an d dishes an cj ), i CI h tin 9 
fi>:tLwem;. The il-onstonn tea~"i"IFE'~i f' .."om Featl.lI-e ~7i tll,WV al~;;D I-ep,-e" 
sent. t.hl::' l.\S(::~ o~: s.I2'~oncj-·'hiiH1d Cer"'111li. cs fell'" c;?vl;.)r-yday use, but /Il0Eit 

other items are consistent with a turn ef the century occupation 
d i;'\ t~? 



It should be clear that any attempt to determi.ne 50ciQ 
economic stc:~tus Llsinq qllc~ntitativt;) ar1,,:\lyses of cE'l'-amil::5 5() ell'" 60 
year~ after their oriqinal purchase is unlikely to provide useful 
infor"m;;il.icm. IlrJ~'Jever~ the H:~ct th."I't,: the hOLlsf:?hold ir,ver"t.Ol-y 
inc:ludelj a l'::lI-qe numbet- ofsecol1c1"'hanci item;. is o·i: signif:ic,':lncf;.' 
in understandinq the socio"'scunomic position of the hOLlsehold 
which produced the assemblage. Modern material culture studiea 
conducted .... t the Unive,-sitv of iki;.:on.r., ('fkhiffer £0t. al. l':'8J.J 
muggest that households Which are most li~ely to rely 011 second­
hand items will be younq~ poor~ and/or move frequently. All of 
the heads of household listed in city directories for 406 
Lafayette Street from 1890 to 1920~ the period fer which I have 
conducted the most intensive document.ary research~ have been 
desct-ibed as lc~bol-el~s. Few'livG.'d at this addn::.'s:~ {or" mOl-f.:? than a 
few years, and at least one household was clearly newly formed. 
This contrasts with the occupation history of 404 LaFayette~ 

which was continuously occupied by the same household for more 
than 30 years, a contrast which is also reflected in the artiFact 
ass(·2mbl aqr·? fl"om FE:-)c'':Iture 5. Thus ttH''l ·Fc'":\i I Llrf? o·f t.h!? mf?~n cel~amic 

d~te to accurately reflect the date at which these deposits were 
made is, in fact, B re~lection of mocial and economic proce5ses 
which are of importahce in interprptinq t.he archaeoloqical re-­

..... c:.on:I.1 he !:;m pr OCF.)S5P-l5 CBnnl:lt, hO"'J£'v('?,~ ~ b Eo? i. nf 1:)I"T'ed d i, I~I?C: t I Y i',-om 
the ;;\I-ch.i<f?ol DCli Ceil assembl aqt;::.' Wl thout roe f e,-enee t.o the CClrit.f2::t. 0 I' 
the aSBemblaqe~ to other aS5embIaqe5~ or to the documentary 
recor-d. 

In ·.,riClJ or '\':.lli5 dj,",;cus5iCon~ I suqqr:?st. thi:~t it ~~Clu1.d be,' 
unwise to dismiss the analytical potenti~l of deposits th~t 

pl~oduc(? m<2"H'j cer"c':IIl\i r.: dc:;l"b~s ~~hi ch O:\r"",,) i ncon::.;j. st.ent ~Ili t·.h nthpl''' 
items in the a~semblaqe or with their archaeologIcal context or 
to i""lCC:Pp't wi thout rf-"'SGw ..... at ion t.hf.? CjuCint.i tati ve tGWlpUI"'Ed. <';\I"ld 
socio··er..tlnonnc: p.Lc.~c:el1l1:.mt of dc-?posits 1'"l';>CQVf:)I'-ecJ ~t~Dm Lwban ~JC:lI'"kinq 

c 1. ar:ii,:a nr~i, qhbol-hoc)c:JEi WI thcll"d:. c 1 05e1. 'y' consi df.-?I-i nq in detai 1 tht:? 
arch~eQloqica1. contExt of the deposit p the total artifact assem­
blaqe~ the nature of structural reorganizations within the 
property~ and a wide ranqe of documentary information. 
H<?=,f.-?i:'H"chen.. lC:lOkinl,::j for SOl.wces of infor-tTl,"ltion on !7~ar-ly·-t~lll':)ntic)th 

century working~I~5s assemblages may find it desirable to re­
evaluate the relevance of deposits which have been subjected to 
ah i stclr'i cal anal ysi s. 1: ~Iloul d ~ at t.h i. 5 pCli nt ~ like t.o Guqqest. 
that two features excavated from properties less than two blocks 
f 1'- om 404 ;:Hl d '1,06 L.a l ;:"1 ymt 1: Eo) !:;t. r 8t;:?t ~;h ClI.t.L d b m con!;i d en·=:·d +IJr' . sue: 11 
re····anal'vsis • ", 

fhf:')Se two h::·at.I..Wf:?S ':'W!? '::~SS(Jcj,,,~t.Io:d ~~it.h 101 .:ind .lO~::;. vJef.=;t. 
street~ and were excavat.ed in 1981 as part of an archaeological 
mitiqation proiect conducted prior to t.he construction of Wilmin­
q!:.on [loulc"/",ird (~::;oil r~vst·.efIJs~ Inc .1(rH·I·I). Lil(? thr? L.':::lf":~'y'f:)tte 

street prcperti~s diBcu55ed above. the~e lots contmined small 
tWDstorev frame re~idenceB constructed iust before thG Civil W~r 

iilS '"'pecu l.:-d: i \If-~ hen,1 s; i nqf 0"- ~Jr.H"' k i rH11: Ii;l!::':; hou :;eho1. <:1 s. DOtil :' '?<'~' 

t.UI'"I:;:>5 Cll-j qi.natecl in Clr" at t.hr:'! h,~r:;l'::' of the IIIClst l- ..~(:ent occupation 
deposit. (This block in located on n slope, ~nd up to two ~nd a 

, . 



halF Feet of fill had been added above the original topsoil). As 
described in the Field notes~ this occupation deposit consisted 
of a grey loam heavily mixed with coal ash~ and with demolition 
rubble concentrated at the top. l'he lower levels of this depo­
sit~ which occurred over the entire area excavated~ contained 
several coins dating between 1900 and 1920. 

Feat.ure 1~ aS50cic~ted with 10:~; We:;t, Stn:?et~ ""as a sinqlc~ 

barrel privy Filled with coal ash~ rubble, clay~ and artifacts. 
A mean ceramic date of 1860.79 was calculated based on the cera­
mics recovered~ althouqh two coins dated 1900 and 1913 were also 
recovered. The original researchers assumed that these coins had 
been introduced as a result of disturbance from a pipe trench and 
i:i\ bi~ckho(i? tre:mc:h (8(:lil S·y':.t(·::·ms~ Inc. J.('~84=16(» de5pitl::' the fo.ct 
that these dates are consistent with qlass embossment dates from 
the saml:! feat.un::' <Soil Symt.l?ms~ Inc" 198·'1·:1'74). r:h~c:au5E"" i:om 
analysi& of vessel completeness indicated that this feature con'­
tained displaced refuse~ the assemblaqe was not considered in 
other analYses~ and virtually no information on the assemblaqe is 
available in the final report. 

Feature 2 was associated with 101 West Street~ and consisted 
of a sil1q1l;?-·I::l,;\I~n~~1 pl"'ivy t~~o and ,'a hii'd F fF.H?t del:?p. The bot.tom..

! ..•.	 one and half feet of the privy Has filled with fecal material and 
ii'lr1:ifiac1:::.~ ~'Jhil[;) the upper levl:!l I-li=15 cl,!ly fi,ll and o.l~ti+i:\c1:s. ThE':' 
assemblage as a whole is remarkably similar to that from the 
pl~i vy at 406 Laf.~Yl:::>t:·te l:it.r·eF..'t. Both c.s!;;embl i:1QI?S i ncl ude :.-;1 lIli 1 al~ 

• f	 oil lamp bi:.~;;;;es~ t.he Sclllll?:! liD. 1"lcCullin" c;lnd ",1. Dr·yant" bottles~ 

nearly identical stamp decorated cups~ and similar hand painted 
polychrome cups. 

Mean cel-alnic dates were calc.~.lated 'foJ- each art)itraIM'y Sl;'~'­

inch level in the fecal deposit~ despite the fact that this 
deposit must have taken les5 than a year to accumulate. fhese 
dates ranged from 1851,,88 to 1860.33 (Soil Systems~ Inc 
1'"i'B4: 174) • Ilr.:l~"evel~ ~ thE,se dc:d:.e!:.; ~ :I i. kt~ that +01- Featur"e 1 ~ a'"'E' 
very close to the date when the associated residence was 
constructed. It seems unlikely~ in view of my previous diBcu5'~ 

;:; i on. t. h at. p I~ i v i f..? S on t h l:~se pro op (='~I- t i. (.? S 1,'IClU.\ d h ,'a Vl:? b f?en i.'tb Hnclcm eel 
50 500n after the beqinninq of occupation. Furthermore~ it seems 
unlikely that so sm~l:l a residential property (approximatelv 14 
t.o :L? fl:?l?t. wide) HOL.dd ha\/e IU'ldE'I-r::lone f:iiqni ficant r·eor·'(:~I;~ni;:i:.'1tion. 

F'er'haps t.t1l? a 5 S l:i)m 1::11 c~qe5 trorn Fec~tur'E'~;;; 1 and :,~~ }, i kr.;;, t.hii.\t ft-olTl 
Ferxtur"<:? 6. r"l?pt-l:?5ent t.hf.? di"';CiiH"c:!r" or mClbill:'?~ J.<:H·~ il1comc~~ ..i<nd 
possibly younq households. deposited shortly after these.p~oper 
ties were connected to the sewer. 

lo)OI" k ol-der-s on r i.L E·? wi th th<';1 Ci t.y of L~:l]. mi. ngton bE"~"(i?'I" iilnd 
Water Department indicate that both these properties were connec' 
ted to th(~! Sl?WE-?1- :in l(rO"/~ !5hOI~'tJ.'y' after' they ~"(~I~e pl..lI~chasecl by 
Daniel Bubl?~n:·:E'I'·~ who J.i\/~'?d on Fn:mt. Stl-f~et:.~ a +1~H blocks cH'I.;:ly. 

'Ihis date is consistent with both the coins and the-latest glass 
embossments from Feature 1 (103 We5t street). Neither property 
l-liilS IJCCUp i t"df r.:w mon? than tWD 01- thl'-el? yeii\t-s by thf:~ Saml? house'·' 
hold during the first decade of the twentieth century~ which 



1 would be consi5tent wIth a second hand ceramic inventorv~ a5 
hav~ suggested above, and which would be reflected in a too early 
rnei:"OIn t:f=l-iiWlic d.::d:e. It i,.; int.I::~I'''E·';::;tinq t.O note t.hat J(>:3 l.>Jest. StTeet 
WCl.:i vi~ci:\nt in l'1'OEl .:\nd l'1':LO!1 i.ITH1H:;)d:ii:\t(~ly (:I:JI.lo~,dnq thl:? i.n!;;ti~l.l.;\-· 

ticn 01 5ewers~ which may e~pJain why the privy was Filled with 
coal ash and rubble rather the last deposit of human waste. 

I'his pn?limi.ni:~I-·y' r"r.'?-·r.·?V.,dUi:i,tiun (.')r the·? siqnificl'al'lce of thc:' 
West Street features is based on a very cursory examination of 
basic documente:\I-y sOl..lI""(:es~ and without ""I:'>"·E!}:amininq thE~ ("~:ollec" 

tions themselves, which are currently located cut of state. 
Ncnethe1ess~ it is clear that an approach which takes into consI­
deration a wide range of infcrmation~ rather than relying exclu­
sively c:m a narTl':JW J~i.'\nge of c.'\nalytir.: techniqLles~ is mCll""E' li.keJy 
to produ~e fruitful lines of research, and to accomodate 
apparently contradictory or inconsistent data. The archaeologist 
who puts his faith in the quantitative manipulation of an assem­
blage without constantly testing that manipulation against other 
Slil.WCeS o·f i.nl;ot-rnation iE, li.kl?ly to 'Unci himself in abo>: e:.:\nyon 
whr::!I~f~ Gener"cll Zi::ll::ha,-y ''I''<:Iy101- i:"\nd t-d E; c:lI-my of second··h'::ind hol..ls~)·"" 

hold goods wait to defeat him in the ambush of ahistorical 
inferencing. General Taylor never surrenders. 

I
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